
BE CONNECTED 
 TO YOUR DOWNTOWN

Downtown Dayton is home to the region’s best restaurants, 
boutique shops, museums and art galleries, breweries and 
pubs, performing arts venues, theaters, and so much more. 

Grab a printed Find It Downtown guide from 
downtown businesses, news boxes, and 
elsewhere downtown, or use the website – 
DowntownDayton.org – to locate downtown 
businesses and attractions, plus maps, parking, 
events, downtown news, and more.

@DowntownDayton

DowntownDayton.org
937.224.1518

SUPPORTING SPONSORS:

More downtown events are added to our 
online calendar every day.  Sign up for our 
weekly “e-vents” newsletter and never miss 
a moment of fun. 

Visit DowntownDayton.org/subscribe to sign up.

Locate your business downtown and 
be steps away from all the best summer 
fun! Start the search for your business’ 
new downtown home with our free and 
confidential Site Seeker program at 
DowntownDayton.org.

AES OHIO  
summer in the city

is a program of:

Sponsored BY:

BE DOWNTOWN.

BECAUSE YOU 
SUPPORT LOCAL 
BUSINESSES

BE IN THE 
KNOW
BE STEPS
AWAY

BE DOWNTOWN.
a program of:Sponsored BY:

Fifth Street will close to vehicular traffic 
between Patterson Boulevard and Wayne 
Avenue on weekends, to create a pedestrian 
mall in the Oregon District with more space 
to shop, dine, and relax in the open air. 
Enjoy your DORA alcoholic beverage to-go 
on expanded outdoor seating. 

Out on 5th will occur every Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday through the spring 
and summer months. 

OUT ON 5TH returns to the Oregon District!

BECAUSE THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING GOING ON... BE DOWNTOWN.

Summer fun starts here, and this event guide is your gateway to exploring everything your city has to 
offer! The listings here highlight some of the biggest and best downtown events, but there’s so much 
more going on all the time.

The Downtown Dayton Partnership also publishes new activities every day on the 
DowntownDayton.org website. Be sure to check out the online calendar for events, and use the 
maps, business directories, and parking guides to plan your next downtown Dayton adventure!

summer fun 
every day of the week
BECAUSE THE OPTIONS ARE ENDLESS... BE DOWNTOWN.
In addition to special events, there are museums, sporting venues, galleries, markets, and other attractions 
offering fun all summer (or all year) long! Use our website at DowntownDayton.org to locate these 
attractions; look up their scheduled events; and find parking, shopping, and dining options nearby:

BECAUSE YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS OUT... BE DOWNTOWN.
 
downtown HOUSING TOUR • may 13
Find out why downtown is the hottest, most in-demand real estate market in the 
region! Tour a variety of downtown living options at your own pace, get sneak 
peeks at projects in development, and hear from downtown residents about what 
it’s like to live here. Sponsored by: AES Ohio, CenterPoint Energy, Dayton.com, 
Glasshouse Realty Group, Key Ads, and RTA. 

Art in the City • August 5
Celebrate the arts with live demos and performances, hands-on activities, a 
juried art show, artisan market, and much more from hundreds of area visual 
and performing artists. A preview night will be held August 4.
Sponsored by: AES Ohio, Dayton.com, Montgomery County, 
the Ohio Arts Council, and PNC 

The Square Is Where • 
may-September weekdays at lunch
Enjoy summer fun every Tuesday through Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. on Courthouse Square during The Square Is Where. Free lunchtime 
entertainment, including music, games, trivia, food vendors, and more. Find 
the current schedule at DowntownDayton.org. 
Presented by: Downtown Dayton Partnership and Montgomery County 

FIRST FRIDAY • THE FIRST FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH
The beginning of every month starts with a bang in downtown Dayton. First 
Friday is a free art hop featuring exhibit openings at the galleries, along with 
a variety of entertainment options, arts demonstrations, live music and more. 
Find each month’s event details at facebook.com/FirstFridayDayton. 
Presented by: Downtown Dayton Partnership

2nd Street Market 600 E. Second St., 
(937) 228-2088, metroparks.org/localfood 

America’s Packard Museum 420 S. Ludlow St., 
(937) 226-1710, americaspackardmuseum.org

Carillon Historical Park 1000 Carillon Blvd., 
(937) 293-2841, daytonhistory.org 

The Contemporary Dayton 25 W. Fourth St., 
(937) 224-3822, thecontemporarydayton.org

The Dayton Art Institute 456 Belmonte Park 
North, (937) 223-4278, daytonartinstitute.org

Dayton Dragons Baseball Day Air Ballpark, 
220 N. Patterson Blvd., (937) 228-2287, 
daytondragons.com 

Dayton  Live (937) 228-3630, daytonlive.org 
One-stop shop for tickets to Dayton Ballet, Opera, 
Philharmonic, Human Race Theatre Company, 
Muse Machine, and peformances at the Benjamin 
& Marian Schuster Performing Arts Center, Victoria 
Theatre, The Loft Theatre, and the PNC Arts Annex

Dayton  metro library 215 E. Third St., 
(937) 463-BOOK, daytonmetrolibrary.org 
Dozens of programs, reading clubs, and more all 
summer long

THE International Peace Museum  
10 N. Ludlow St., (937) 227-3223, peace.museum

K12 Gallery & TEJAS 341 S. Jefferson St., 
(937) 461-5149, k12gallery.org

Levitt Pavilion Dayton 134 S. Main St.,  
levittdayton.org  Levitt Pavilion’s season brings 50 
free concerts downtown, June - September

Link: Dayton Bike Share linkdayton.org, 
Dozens of bike hubs throughout downtown

The Neon Movie Theater 130 E. Fifth St., 
neonmovies.com 

RiverScape MetroPark 111 E. Monument Ave., 
(937) 278-2607, metroparks.org/riverscape 
Enjoy Community Fitness workouts (The Unit, Tai 
Chi & Qigong, SWERK, INNERGIZE, and BootyMix) 
most Mondays, Tuesdays, & Wednesdays thru 
September.  For available bikes, child accessories, 
and pricing information, visit metroparks.org/rentals 

RiverScape River Run (937) 275-7275, 
metroparks.org/river-run 
Take advantage of on-river floats, kayaking, and 
other fun river programming

Youth summer camps various locations,
downtowndayton.org/things-to-do/summercamps 
Check out our 2023 list of summer camps offered in 
or near downtown Dayton

AES Ohio Summer in  the City Special Events



2023 AES OHIO Summer in the City Event HIGHLIGHTS
BE WHERE ALL THE FUN IS THIS SUMMER... BE DOWNTOWN.  

Downtown’s your destination for festivals, food, art, music, shows, shops, and everything that makes summer fun! Here is just a slice of what’s happening in your city. 
Visit DowntownDayton.org for details and even more events and activities, and to subscribe to the weekly “e-vents” email newsletter.

throughout summer
First Friday of every month First Fridays  
Throughout downtown Dayton, downtown events & entertainment, 
downtowndayton.org
may-september, tuesdays-fridays at lunch  
the square is where lunchtime entertainment 
Courthouse Square, downtowndayton.org
First Friday of every month Art Hop At Front Street 
Front Street Galleries, frontstreet.art
3rd Sunday of each month Art Hop & Market at Front Street 
Front Street Galleries, frontstreet.art 
Multiple dates  Dayton dragons baseball home games 
Day Air Ballpark, see schedule at daytondragons.com
every Thursday-Saturday, June 1-September 16   
levitt dayton 50 free music concerts 
Levitt Pavilion Dayton, levittdayton.org
ongoing  Water Street district pint path 
various breweries in Water Street District, waterstreetdayton.com
first full weekend of each month  Museums on Us  
The Dayton Art Institute, daytonartinstitute.org
Ongoing thru July 2  Exhibits At The Co. 
The Contemporary Dayton, See the exhibits “Between” by Arturo 
Herrera, “A voice from I don’t know where” by Tyler Macko, and 
films by Kevin Jerome Everson, codayton.org
first Fridays, may- sept  Summer First Fridays at The Co. 
The Contemporary Dayton, Open late until 10 p.m. with music, 
artist talks, and more, codayton.org
mondays-Wednesdays  Community Fitness Classes 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org 
June 3, 17, & 24, July 8, 15, & 22, August 5, 12, 19, & 26   
Fitness in the Park - free Yoga Or Zumba Workouts 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
various saturdays, starting june 10   
THE FAMILY SUMMER FILM FEST 
The Neon, neonmovies.com

may
Ongoing thru May 20  Exhibit: Inspire(D) 
Dayton Society of Artists, daytondsa.org
Ongoing thru May 21  Exhibit: New Beginnings: An American 
Story Of Romantics & Modernists In The West 
The Dayton Art Institute, daytonartinstitute.org 
May 3, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, & 13   
Dragons High School Baseball Showcase 
Day Air Ballpark, daytondragons.com
May 4  2023 Levitt Dayton Season Announcement Preview 
Concert, Featuring Dayton Salsa Project 
Levitt Pavilion Dayton, levittdayton.org
May 4-14  Disney’s frozen 
Schuster Center, daytonlive.org
May 5  MayFair Plant Sale 
2nd Street Market, metroparks.org/localfood 
May 5  Montgomery County Law Enforcement Memorial 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
May 5  Taco Fest Food Truck Rally 
Yellow Cab Tavern, yellowcabfoodtrucks.com
May 6  Free Comic Book Day & MARVEL MOVIE SCREENINGS 
Dayton Metro Library, daytonmetrolibrary.org
May 6  Derby Day in the District & weiner dog race 
Oregon District, theoregondistrict.org
May 6, 18, & 20  Social Justice Speaker Series 
Dayton Metro Library, daytonmetrolibrary.org
May 7  Native Plant Sale 
2nd Street Market, metroparks.org/localfood
May 10 & 23  Diversity Film Series 
Sinclair Collge, sinclair.edu
May 10 & 24  Tap House Kayak Floats 
Mudlick Tap House, mudlicktaphouse.com/kayak-floats
May 11  Open Coworking & Launch Pad 
The Hub at The Arcade, thehubdayton.com
May 11  Conversations: Debbie BlUnden-Diggs in 
Conversation with Michael Goodson 
The Tank at The Dayton Arcade, codayton.org 
May 12 & 13  The Secret Garden 
Victoria Theatre, daytonlive.org 
May 13  YMCA Healthy Kids Day 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org 
May 13  Science Saturdays: Down on the Farm 
The Engineers Club, facebook.com/ScienceSat
May 13  AES Ohio  summer in the city: 
Downtown Housing Tour 
Multiple downtown locations, downtowndayton.org  
May 14  Sunday sand art event 
Now & Zen DIY Studio, shopnowandzen.com
May 18  Celtic Throne 
Victoria Theatre, daytonlive.org 
May 19  National Bike to Work Day pancake Breakfast 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
May 19  Miami Valley Cycling Summit 
Dayton Metro Library, bikemiamivalley.org
May 19 & 20  Dayton Sideshow 
Yellow Cab Tavern, facebook.com/daytonsideshow
May 19 & 20  Beethoven’s Second Symphony 
Schuster Center, daytonlive.org 
May 20  The Adventures of Mary Poppins 
Victoria Theatre, daytonlive.org 
May 20  Fight for Air Climb 
Day Air Ballpark, fightforairclimb.org/dayton
May 21  Tab-a-pull-ooza 
2nd Street Market, metroparks.org/localfood 
May 21  Fleurs de Fete 
Carillon Park, fleursdefete.com
May 21  Dayton Philharmonic  
YOuth orchestra Spring Concert 
Schuster Center, daytonperformingarts.org
May 26  Passport to MetroParks 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
May 28  Drive Electric Dayton 
2nd Street Market, metroparks.org/localfood

And that’s not all!  For details about these events and an 
online calendar featuring a regularly updated list of programs 
and events in downtown Dayton, visit DowntownDayton.org.

May 28  Heritage Day with the Dayton Philharmonic 
Carillon Park, daytonhistory.org
May 30-June 2  Nate Bargatze: The Be Funny Tour 
Schuster Center, daytonlive.org
May 31-June 4  pride on 5th 
Oregon District & various locations, dykesofdayton.com

JUNE
various dates in June  the dayton jewish film festival 
The Neon, neonmovies.com 
June 2  Summer Music Series:  
The Repeating Arms & The Shady Pine 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
June 2  Artist Talk: Kevin Jerome Everson 
The Contemporary Dayton, codayton.org
June 2  Scout overnighter 
Day Air Ballpark, daytondragons.com
June 2-4  Affair on the Square &  
2023 Dayton Pride Parade & Festival 
Courthouse Square, daytonlgbtcenter.org/pride 
June 2-4  Heartsiq’s Mixtape - A Queer Arts Festival 
Yellow Cab Tavern, yellowcabtavern.com
June 2-18  Hedda Gabler  
Dayton Theatre Guild, daytontheatreguild.org 
June 2-July 15  art exhibit: Cynthia Kukla 
Edward A. Dixon Gallery, eadgallery.com 
June 3  Pride in the park 
Dayton Metro Library, daytonmetrolibrary.org
June 3  Dayton Beer 5K 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
june 8-25  Indigo  
The Loft Theatre, humanracetheatre.org 
June 8  Open Coworking & launch Pad 
The Hub at The Arcade, thehubdayton.com
June 8  Island Time 
Schuster Center, daytonlive.org
June 8  Summer Music Series:  
The Bob Gray Orchestra Ft. Vocalist  Deb Hunter 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
June 10  Art Ball  
The Dayton Art Institute, daytonartinstitute.org  
June 10  Rhythm of the Oregon District Music Block Party  
Oregon District, theoregondistrict.org 
June 10  For Dayton By Dayton Festival 
RiverScape MetroPark, 4dbdayton.com
June 10  The Music of Paul Simon 
Schuster Center, daytonlive.org
June 10  Vidia’s Closet sidewalk sale 
Vidia’s Closet, vidiascloset.com
June 11  Jewish Cultural Festival  
Temple Israel, tidayton.org/festival 
June 11  Dayton City market 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
June 11  Dayton Jazz Festival 
Levitt Pavilion Dayton, daytonohio.gov  
June 13-18  Ain’t Too Proud -  
The life and Times of the Temptations 
Schuster Center, daytonlive.org 
June 15  Summer Music Series:  
Big Gil Blues & His Funky All-Stars 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
June 16  Hot Dog Fest Food Truck Rally 
Yellow Cab Tavern, yellowcabfoodtrucks.com
June 17  Community Blood Drive 
2nd Street Market, metroparks.org/localfood
June 17  Social Justice Speaker Series 
Dayton Metro Library, daytonmetrolibrary.org
June 21  trunk Art Show 
Front Street Galleries, frontstreet.art
June 22  Summer Music Series: The Tom Daugherty Orchestra 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
June 23  Water Street’s Party at the Plaza 
Day Air Ballpark, waterstreetdayton.com
June 24 & 25  Rail Festival 
Carillon Park, daytonhistory.org
June 25  Under the Sun: An Improvisational Arts 
Experience 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org

JULY
July 1  “Independents” Day Block Party  
Oregon District, theoregondistrict.org 
July 3  City of Dayton Fireworks  
daytonohio.gov 
July 6  Summer Music Series: The New Old-Fashioned 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
July 10-13 Summer Institute for EDucators: 
A bridge Across the Fault Lines 
Metropolitan Arts Center, musemachine.com/institute
July 13  Bob Ross Auto Group Jazz & BEyond:  
Silver Lining Jazz Combo  
The Dayton Art Institute, daytonartinstitute.org
July 13  Summer Music Series: Natural Progression 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
July 14  Declare Dayton 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
July 14  Mac n’ Cheese Fest Food Truck Rally 
Yellow Cab Tavern, yellowcabfoodtrucks.com
July 15  Dragons 5K 
Day Air Ballpark, daytondragons.com
July 19  Field Day 
Dayton Metro Library, daytonmetrolibrary.org
July 20  Summer Music Series: The Dayton Jazz Orchestra 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
July 20 & 21  Halfway to Holly Days 
The Dayton Arcade, arcadedayton.com

July 21  Scout overnighter 
Day Air Ballpark, daytondragons.com
July 22  Garlic Fest Dayton 
Courthouse Square, facebook.com/DaytonGarlicFest 
July 22 & 23  Gem City Comic Con 
Dayton Convention Center, gemcitycomiccon.com
July 23  Steam Engine (free corn on the cob) at the Market 
2nd Street Market, metroparks.org/localfood
July 23  Dayton Blues Festival 
Levitt Pavilion Dayton, daytonohio.gov
July 23-30  summer Restaurant Week 
Various locations, dineoutdayton.com
July 28-30  United Irish of Dayton Celtic Festival 
RiverScape MetroPark, daytoncelticfestival.com

AUGUST
August 4  Summer Music Series:  
Dayton Salsa Project with Salsa Lessons 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
August 4  Birria Fest Food Truck Rally 
Yellow Cab Tavern, yellowcabfoodtrucks.com
August 4-september 30  We’re Doing It ALL Wrong -  
3rd Annual Art Exhibition 
Edward A. Dixon Gallery, eadgallery.com
August 4  Art in the City Preview Party 
Throughout downtown Dayton, downtowndayton.org 
August 4-18  art in the city Juried art show 
Throughout downtown Dayton, downtowndayton.org
August 5  AES Ohio summer in the city:  
art in the city 
Multiple downtown locations, downtowndayton.org
August 5-12  National Farmer’s Market Week 
2nd Street Market, metroparks.org/localfood
August 8  Growing Black Business Symposium 
Dayton Metro Library, daytonmetrolibrary.org
August 10  Bob Ross Auto Group Jazz & BEyond:  
Keigo Hirakawa Trio 
The Dayton Art Institute, daytonartinstitute.org
August 10  Summer Music Series: Retrobution 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
August 10  2nd Thursday: Night at the Market 
2nd Street Market, metroparks.org/localfood
August 12  Great AMerican Beer Tasting 
Day Air Ballpark, daytondragons.com
August 12  Dayton Potato Festival 
Courthouse Square, facebook.com/daytonpotatofestival 
August 13  Dayton Funk Festival 
Levitt Pavilion Dayton,  daytonohio.gov
August 17  Summer Music Series: LYD (Live Your Dream) 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
August 18  Dragons Movie Night 
Day Air Ballpark, daytondragons.com
august 18 & 19  Come Together - A Rooftop Beatles Tribute 
Yellow Cab Tavern, yellowcabtavern.com
August 19  drink local fest 
Outside of Drake’s Gym, miamivalleycraftbeerweek.com
August 19 & 20  African American Cultural Festival 
Island MetroPark, daacf.com 
August 19-25  Miami Valley Craft Beer Week 
Various breweries, miamivalleycraftbeerweek.com
August 24  Summer Music Series:  
The Kim Kelly Orchestra Ft. Vocalist Felita LaRock 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org

SEPTEMBER
throughout september  hunger action month  
with the foodbank at the Market 
2nd Street Market, metroparks.org/localfood
September 3  Dayton Reggae Festival 
Levitt Pavilion Dayton,  daytonohio.gov 
September 8  Water Street’s Party at the Plaza 
Day Air Ballpark, waterstreetdayton.com 
September 8-10  Dayton Greek Festival 
Anunciation Greek Orthodox Church,  daytongreekfestival.com
September 9  Science Saturdays: Is It Magic? No It’s Science 
The Engineers Club, facebook.com/ScienceSat
September 9 & 22  Social Justice Speaker Series 
Dayton Metro Library, daytonmetrolibrary.org
September 15  Seafood Fest Food Truck Rally 
Yellow Cab Tavern, yellowcabfoodtrucks.com 
September 16  taste of the Oregon 
Oregon District, theoregondistrict.org 
September 16  Hispanic Heritage Festival 
RiverScape MetroPark, pacodayton.org 
September 16  URS Rubber Duck Regatta 
RiverScape MetroPark, daytonducks.com
September 17  Concours d’Elegance 
Carillon Park, daytonhistory.org
September 17  Bridal & Wedding Expo 
Dayton Convention Center, bridalshowsoh-dy.com
September 17  Dayton Vegan Food & Drink FEstival 
Courthouse Square, facebook.com/DYTveganfestival
September 22-24  Oktoberfest  
The Dayton Art Institute, daytonartinstitute.org
September 27  College Prep Night 
Day Air Ballpark, daytondragons.com
September 30  Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
Day Air Ballpark, act.alz.org


