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Several U.S. cities are demonstrating new economic strength as they re-invent themselves to capitalize on the surge in 

demand for urban living that has occurred over the past two decades. Those urban communities that are tenacious and 

committed to shaping their cities and building on their unique sense of place have been most successful in leveraging this 

market momentum. The art of placemaking has been rediscovered as a time-tested, critical ingredient to the growth and 

expansion of economic activity in urban centers. Attraction of residents, visitors, and employers ð all of it begins with creating 

a vibrant and unique sense of place where talented, creative, engaged, entrepreneurial, and industrious people of all ages 

want to be. 

Dayton has worked towards this horizon for decades and now has significant market momentum. The urban wave that began 

in the Manhattan and Chicago-sized cities, and then propagated to places like Cleveland, Pittsburgh, and Nashville, has found 

its way to cities like Dayton. It is our time. 

It is in that spirit that Greater Downtown Plan partners propose this streetscape guidelines and corridor planning framework, 

which builds on previous plans and sets the placemaking vision for downtown Dayton for the next 15 years. The building 

blocks for this framework are the essential elements of urban placemaking: authenticity, density, diversity, grittyness, 

walkability, bikeability, and moreð all of which create a dynamic urban place and set the stage for the serendipitous creative 

encounters that drive economic activity in 21st century America. Our goal is to reimage, reactivate, and reconnect the street-

level of the downtown core to create a robust environment that will catalyze economic activity for decades to come.  

   

 

1.1  PURPOSE OF THIS PLAN 
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The following are important planning and historical context to this streetscape guidelines and corridor plan: 

Central Business District Focus: This Streetscapes Guidelines & Corridor Plan represents a foundational layer to an 

updated Central Business District place-based urban design plan that was last revised in 1999. This plan will be paired with a 

block by block development analysis and visioning document (to be completed in 2021) that will serve as an idea-book for 

downtown developers. This idea-book will look forward 15 years and identify possibilities and potential for additional real estate 

development opportunities in and adjacent to the Central Business District. The Streetscape Guidelines & Corridor Plan and 

the block-by-block development analysis will align with the overall economic principles and strategy for the reactivation of the 

downtown core (generally the Central Business District) within the context of the Greater Downtown Plan. 

Street-Level Transformation: This 15-year look forward reflects a culmination of efforts, begun in the early 1980s, to rebuild 

and transform the street vibe that was seriously compromised in the early 1960s in downtown Dayton.  

By the late 1950s, the old downtown street network became overly burdened with vehicular traffic. Most of the traffic traveling 

through Dayton from US 35, State Route 4, and old US 25 (Dixie Highway) clogged the downtown streets. As a result, Dayton 

imposed a new, predominantly one-way pattern for traffic that moved vehicles through the downtown quickly and efficiently. At 

the time, the only streets that remained 2-way traffic were Third and Main Streets. 

Once the freeways of the 1960s were completed, much of the on-street traffic moved elsewhere. However, the one-way street 

system remained in place and eroded the walkability and connectivity of the street-level of downtown. 

In the early 1980s, the first efforts to incrementally guide the street-vibe to a more pedestrian-oriented experience began with a 

new focus for providing streetscape amenities and slowing and taming the vehicular traffic. In todayôs terms we would describe 

this as street-level placemaking. Since the 1980s there have been continuous incremental changes to reshape the street-level 

environment. However, much remains to be done. 

This Streetscape Guidelines & Corridor Plan sets the stage for the next wave of taming traffic, improving walkability and 

connectivity, and enhancing the pedestrian experience. The policies and improvements propose here-in are fundamental to 

driving economic activity in downtown Dayton over the next several decades.  

   

 

1.2  DEVELOPMENT PLANNING CONTEXT 
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The Downtown Streetscape Guidelines and Corridor Plan has the following objectives: 

¶ Create a policy foundation to shape the downtown street experience for the next 15 years 

¶ Set the overall design vision for a successful, economically vibrant 21st century American city 

¶ Create more direct linkages between the urban active lifestyle environment, urban experience, and economic activity 

Important City of Dayton policy linkages include: The Livable / Complete Streets policy passed in 2010, Urban Design 

Guidelines, the Transportation Plan 2040 adopted in 2017, Pedestrian Oriented Design (POD) standards, and the Dayton 

Riverfront Plan adopted in 2018 

This framework consists of two main sections: 

Streetscape Guidelines: a set of design guidelines for the building blocks of downtown Daytonôs streets, which includes 

elements such as pedestrian continuity and streetwall design, sidewalk and curbs, tree canopies, planting beds, green 

infrastructure, cycling infrastructure, signage and wayfinding, and more. 

Corridor Plans: a detailed set of design concepts for downtownôs most important streetscape corridors; it is this section 

that provides the vision for how these streetscape design elements will come together to shape the street experience for 

downtown Dayton over the next 15 years 

1.3  GOALS & OBJECTIVES 


