
BECAUSE THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING GOING ON... BE DOWNTOWN.

Summer fun starts here, and this event guide is your gateway to exploring 
everything your city has to offer! The listings here highlight some of the biggest and 
best downtown events, but there’s so much more going on all the time.

The Downtown Dayton Partnership also publishes new activities every day on 
the new downtowndayton.org website. Be sure to check out the online calendar 
for events, and use the maps, business directories, and EasyPark guides to plan 
your next downtown Dayton adventure!

DP&L Summer in the City Special Events

BECAUSE YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS OUT... BE DOWNTOWN.
 Downtown Housing Tour  May 5
Find out why downtown is still the hottest real estate market in the 
region. Check out downtown apartments and condos, and get a sneak 
peek of some new housing development projects on this free tour.
Sponsored by: Vectren, the Dayton City Paper, and Greater Dayton RTA

the great dayton Adventure Race  June 1
Team up for the Great Dayton Adventure Race. The competitive division will race 
against the clock to find clues throughout downtown to win cash. Or go for a more 
relaxed, non-competitive scavenger hunt and enter to win raffle prizes. 
Sponsored by: Heidelberg Distributing, Key-Ads, Cox Media Group Ohio, and Channel 999

Art in the City  August 3
The juried art exhibition that places local artists’ work in downtown businesses returns. 
The kickoff event on August’s First Friday will feature live performances, art-making 
stations, demonstrations, and more during this free festival celebrating all the arts.
Sponsored by: Cox Media Group Ohio and the Ohio Arts Council

The Square Is Where  may-september weekdays at lunch
Don’t forget you can enjoy summer fun weekdays from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Courthouse Square during The Square Is Where free lunchtime entertainment, 
including bands, games, trivia, food vendors, and more. Find the current 
schedule at downtowndayton.org. 
Presented by: Downtown Dayton Partnership and Montgomery County

BE WHERE THE NEWEST AMENITIES ARE... BE DOWNTOWN.
The new Levitt Pavilion Dayton kicks off its inaugural season August 
9-12, bringing more free music to downtown Dayton! Featuring 30+ 
concerts in 2018 and more than 50 shows each year thereafter, music 
will include a wide variety of genres, featuring jazz, funk, rock, folk, 
country, world and family programming. Evening shows will begin at 
7 p.m. and Sunday programs will start at 3 p.m. Visit LevittDayton.org 
to see the full lineup.

Downtown’s River Run outdoor recreation amenity at RiverScape 
MetroPark includes two in-river paddling features with smooth-water and 
whitewater passageways spanning the Great Miami River. This summer, 
take advantage of weekly on-river floats, special event kayak rentals, and 
other fun river programming. Visit metroparks.org/river-run for details.

summer fun every day of the week

BECAUSE THE OPTIONS ARE ENDLESS... BE DOWNTOWN.
In addition to special events, there are museums, sporting venues, galleries, 
markets, and other attractions offering fun all summer (or all year) long! Use our 
new website at downtowndayton.org to locate these attractions; look up their 
scheduled events; and find parking, shopping, and dining options nearby:

BE CONNECTED 
TO YOUR DOWNTOWN

BECAUSE YOU SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES.
Downtown Dayton is home to the region’s best restaurants, 
boutique shops, museums and art galleries, breweries and 
pubs, performing arts venues, theaters, and so much more. 

Grab a printed Find It Downtown guide from downtown 
businesses, news boxes, and elsewhere downtown, or 
use the new website – DowntownDayton.org – to locate 
downtown businesses and attractions, plus maps, 
parking, events, downtown news, and more.

@DowntownDayton

DowntownDayton.org
937.224.1518

2nd Street Market, 600 E. Second St., (937) 228-2088, metroparks.org/localfood  
Sunday hours return this June!
America’s Packard Museum, 420 S. Ludlow St., (937) 226-1710, americaspackardmuseum.org
Cool films series, Victoria Theatre, 138 N. Main St., Enjoy classic movies, family films, 
cult favorites and more during July and August, (937) 228-3630, victoriatheatre.com 
The Dayton Art Institute, 456 Belmonte Park North, (937) 223-4278, daytonartinstitute.org
Dayton Dragons Baseball, Fifth Third Field, 220 N. Patterson Blvd., (937) 228-2287, 
daytondragons.com
Dayton hornets football, Roger Glass Stadium, 505 S. Ludlow St.,  
facebook.com/daytonhornetsfootball 
Dayton History, Old Courthouse, Third & Main streets, and 
Carillon Historical Park, 1000 Carillon Blvd., (937) 293-2841, daytonhistory.org
Dayton International Peace Museum, 208 W. Monument Ave.,  
(937) 227-3223, daytonpeacemuseum.org
Dayton  metro library, 215 E. Third St., Dozens of programs, reading clubs, and more all 
summer long, (937) 463-BOOK, daytonmetrolibrary.org
Dayton  Visual Arts Center, 118 N. Jefferson St., (937) 224-3822, daytonvisualarts.org
K12 Gallery & TEJAS, 341 S. Jefferson St., (937) 461-5149, k12gallery.org
Link: Dayton Bike Share, 27 stations throughout downtown,  
linkdayton.org
RiverScape MetroPark, 111 E. Monument Ave., 
Enjoy Music @ Lunch weekdays this summer, 
(937) 278-2607, metroparks.org/riverscape 

SUPPORTING SPONSORS:

BE DOWNTOWN
Be steps away from the summer fun!
Start the search for your business’ 
new downtown home with our free 
and confidential Site Seeker program 
at DowntownDayton.org.

BE IN THE KNOW
More downtown events are added to our 
online calendar every day.  Sign up for 
our weekly “e-vents” newsletter  
and never miss a moment of fun. 

Visit DowntownDayton.org/subscribe  
to sign up.
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2018 DP&L Summer in the City Event HIGHLIGHTS

June 1  First Friday 
Downtown Dayton, downtowndayton.org
june 1  DP&L Summer in the City:  
The great dayton adventure race 
Multiple downtown locations, downtowndayton.org 
June 1  Pickin’ in the Park 
RiverScape MetroPark, Enjoy live bluegrass music, craft beer, 
and more, metroparks.org
June 1 & 2  fiedler’s favorites 
Dayton Philharmonic, Schuster Center, daytonperformingarts.org 

BE WHERE ALL THE FUN IS THIS SUMMER... BE DOWNTOWN.
Downtown’s your destination for festivals, food, art, music, 
shows, shops, and everything that makes summer fun! 
Here is just a slice of what’s happening in your city.
Need more information? Visit downtowndayton.org 
for details and even more events and activities, and to 
subscribe to the weekly “e-vents” email newsletter.

  may

SEPTEMBER

JULY 1  Brunch: A Food truck rally 
Yellow Cab Tavern, 700 E. Fourth St., yellowcabfoodtrucks.com 
July 3  Lights in Flight Festival & Fireworks Show 
RiverScape MetroPark, daytonohio.gov
July 5 & 19  Big Band Nights 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
July 6  First Friday 
Downtown Dayton, downtowndayton.org 
July 6-August 11  exhibit: the light within: 
dp&l foundation annual open members’ show 
Dayton Visual Arts Center, 118 N. Jefferson St., daytonvisualarts.org
July 7  photos down by the riverside 
RiverScape MetroPark, Bring your camera for an outdoor activity 
class. Ages 18 and up, metroparks.org 
July 7 & 21  Fitness in the Park 
RiverScape MetroPark, Yoga or Zumba workouts, metroparks.org 
july 12  bob ross auto group Jazz & Beyond: mike wade 
The Dayton Art Institute, daytonartinstitute.org
July 13  R&B Hot Summer Music Series 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
July 14  bright nights 
RiverScape MetroPark, Summer party with area chefs, 
benefitting Big Brothers Big Sisters, mentor.bbbsgmv.org/bright 
july 14  science saturdays: Lost in Space 
The Engineers Club, thinktv.org/education/science-saturdays
July 15  Dayton Blues Festival 
RiverScape MetroPark, daytonohio.gov
june 15  3rd sundays at front street 
1001 E. Second St., Eclectic outdoor market along with Front 
Street’s artist studios and galleries, facebook.com/3rdSundays
July 15  public safety day 
Fifth Third Field, Kids can explore a fire truck, police cruiser, 
and other emergency vehicles, daytondragons.com
July 20  food truck rally & night market 
Yellow Cab Tavern, 700 E. Fourth St., yellowcabfoodtrucks.com
July 20-22, 27-29, & August 3-5  old case files 
The Old Courthouse, Third & Main sts., daytonhistory.org
July 21  Dragons 5K 
Fifth Third Field, daytondragons.com
July 27-29  Dayton Celtic Festival 
RiverScape MetroPark, daytoncelticfestival.com

September 2  Brunch: A Food truck rally 
Yellow Cab Tavern, 700 E. Fourth St., yellowcabfoodtrucks.com 
September 2  ’Tour the Gem’ Bike Ride 
Starts/Ends at RiverScape MetroPark, daytonrotaryride.info
September 2  Dayton Reggae Festival 
RiverScape MetroPark, daytonohio.gov
September 6-23 banned from baseball 
The Loft Theatre, humanracetheatre.org 
September 7  First Friday 
Downtown Dayton, downtowndayton.org
september 7  greater dayton anti-bullying rally 
Courthouse Square, facebook.com/DaytonAntiBullying
September 7-9  Dayton Greek Festival 
Greek Orthodox Church, 500 Belmonte Park North, 
daytongreekfestival.com
september 8  science saturdays: extreme ecosystems 
The Engineers Club, thinktv.org/education/science-saturdays 
september 9  wyso community concert 
RiverScape MetroPark, wyso.org
september 15  Hispanic Heritage Festival 
RiverScape MetroPark, pacodayton.org
September 15  urs rubber duck regatta 
RiverScape MetroPark, daytonducks.com
September 15 & 16  Concours d’Elegance 
Carillon Park, Classic automobiles, food, music and historical 
demonstrations, daytonconcours.com
september 15 & 16  season opener: beethoven’s ninth 
DPAA, Schuster Center, daytonperformingarts.org
september 16  3rd sundays at front street 
1001 E. Second St., Eclectic outdoor market along with Front 
Street’s artist studios and galleries, facebook.com/3rdSundays
September 21  park(ing) day 
Various downtown locations, parkingday.org
september 21  food truck rally & night market 
Yellow Cab Tavern, 700 E. Fourth St., yellowcabfoodtrucks.com 
September 21-23  Oktoberfest 
The Dayton Art Institute, daytonartinstitute.org
september  26  college prep night 
Fifth Third Field, daytondragons.com 
september 28  stilettos to sneakers 5k 
RiverScape MetroPark, oasisforwomen.org
september  29  Mvdsa buddy walk 
Fifth Third Field, daytondragons.com 

august 2  bob ross classic 
Fifth Third Field, The area’s top high school baseball talent 
play on the Dragons’ home field, daytondragons.com 
August  3  DP&L  summer in the city: art in the city 
Multiple downtown locations, downtowndayton.org
August  3  First Friday 
Downtown Dayton, downtowndayton.org 
August  3  Pickin’ in the Park  
& urban outdoor experience 
RiverScape MetroPark, Enjoy live music, craft beer and more, plus 
a preview of the Midwest Oudoor Experience, metroparks.org
August  3  united way of greater dayton kickoff festival 
Courthouse Square, dayton-unitedway.org
August 4  party in the park 
Dayton Metro Library, A night full of food trucks, games, 
entertainment, & activities for the whole family, daytonmetrolibrary.org 
August 4  donatos movie night: shrek 
Fifth Third Field, daytondragons.com/movienight
august 4 & 5  dayton mini maker faire 
Carillon Park, Tinkerers, hobbyists, & more, dayton.makerfaire.com 
august 4, 18, & 25  Fitness in the Park 
RiverScape MetroPark, Yoga or Zumba workouts, metroparks.org
AUGUST 5  Brunch: A Food truck rally 
Yellow Cab Tavern, 700 E. Fourth St., yellowcabfoodtrucks.com 
August  7  dvac harvest party 
Location TBD, Artwork from DVAC’s art CSA, daytonvisualarts.org
august 9  yoga in the outfield 
Fifth Third Field, daytondragons.com 
august 9  bob ross auto group Jazz & Beyond: Beatlejazz 
The Dayton Art Institute, daytonartinstitute.org
August 10-12  Germanfest Picnic 
RiverScape MetroPark, daytongermanclub.org
August  11  great american beer tasting 
Fifth Third Field, daytondragons.com
august 16  Big Band Nights  
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
august 17  food truck rally & night market 
Yellow Cab Tavern, 700 E. Fourth St., yellowcabfoodtrucks.com 
august 17  R&B Hot Summer Music Series 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
august 17-september 2  the little foxes  
Dayton Theatre Guild, 430 Wayne Ave., daytontheatreguild.org 
August  18  tomfoolery outdoors dayton beer miler 
The Dayton Beer Company, 41 Madison St., tomfooleryoutdoors.com
August 18 & 19   african american cultural festival 
Island MetroPark Aug. 18, Courthouse Square Aug. 19, daacf.com
august 18-25  dayton beer week 
Various locations, daytonbeerweek.com
august 19  3rd sundays at front street 
1001 E. Second St., Eclectic outdoor market along with Front 
Street’s artist studios and galleries, facebook.com/3rdSundays
august 23  unwind series: trivia & tots  
Schuster Center, victoriatheatre.com
August 25  district day 
Oregon District, Entertainment, dining/shopping specials & 
more, theoregondistrict.org
August 25  alefest 
Dayton Convention Center, Annual craft beer festival showcasing 
more than 400 beers, with food and live entertainment, alefest.com
August 26  families of addicts rally 4 recovery 
Courthouse Square, foafamilies.org

  JUNE

  July

June 1 & 2  Affair on the square & 
2018 Dayton Pride Parade and Festival 
Courthouse Square, daytonlgbtcenter.org
june 1-29  breath of life, artwork by linna albers 
K12 Gallery & TEJAS, k12tejasgallery.com
june 2  farmer’s market season grand opening  
2nd Street Market, metroparks.org 
June 2  african american wellness walk 
RiverScape MetroPark, aawwdayton.org
June 2  dayton beer 5k 
RiverScape MetroPark, beer5k.com
June 3  Brunch: A Food truck rally 
Yellow Cab Tavern, 700 E. Fourth St., yellowcabfoodtrucks.com 
June 3  serenades with strings 
Dayton Philharmonic, Dayton Art Institute, daytonperformingarts.org
June 4-august 10  summer camp 
K12 Gallery & TEJAS, Art classes by age group. k12tejasgallery.com 
June 7 & 21  Big Band Nights  
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
June 8  aids walk greater dayton  
Fifth Third Field, Walk or run this after-work event, aidswalkohio.com
June 8  R&B Hot Summer Music Series 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
June 8 & 9  Martinez plays gershwin 
Dayton Philharmonic, Schuster Center, daytonperformingarts.org
June 8-10  theatre of sound  
Dayton Theatre Guild, 430 Wayne Ave., Sound sculpture concert 
featuring artist Michael Bashaw, daytontheatreguild.org
june 9  science saturdays: crack the code 
The Engineers Club, thinktv.org/education/science-saturdays
june 9  street beats 
Courthouse Square, DCDC free performance, dcdc.org
june 9  Art ball 
The Dayton Art Institute, daytonartinstitute.org 
June 9, 16, 23, & 30  Fitness in the Park 
RiverScape MetroPark, Yoga or Zumba workouts, metroparks.org 
June 10  Dayton Jazz Festival 
RiverScape MetroPark, daytonohio.gov
June 10  Jewish Cultural Festival 
Temple Israel, 130 Riverside Dr., Learn more about Jewish 
culture though food, music, and more, tidayton.org/festival
June 10  the power of fate: tchaikovsky’s fourth 
Dayton Philharmonic, Schuster Center, daytonperformingarts.org
june 11  stephen stills & judy collins  
Schuster Center, ticketcenterstage.com 
june 11-23  human race theatre: summer stock kids 
Dayton Metro Library - Main Library, Two-week day camp for kids, 
ending in a performance of A Wrinkle in Time, humanracetheatre.org 
june 15  food truck rally & night market 
Yellow Cab Tavern, 700 E. Fourth St., yellowcabfoodtrucks.com
june 17  3rd sundays at front street 
1001 E. Second St., Eclectic outdoor market along with Front 
Street’s artist studios and galleries, facebook.com/3rdSundays
June 18-22  peace camp  
Dayton International Peace Museum, For children age 5 thru 
6th grade, daytonpeacemuseum.org 
June 22 & 23  Festival on the Hill 
Dayton Masonic Center, A summer fun fest with live bands, 
food and drink, vendors and more, festivalonthehill.org
June 23 & 24  Rail Festival 
Carillon Park, Steam engines, model train displays, historical 
exhibits, food and more, railfestival.com
June 23-september 16  exhibit:yousuf karsh:  
american portraits 
The Dayton Art Institute, daytonartinstitute.org
june 28  unwind series: trivia & tots  
Schuster Center, victoriatheatre.com

thru May 13  exhibit: above the fold: 
New expressions in origami  
The Dayton Art Institute, daytonartinstitute.org
THRU May 20  ERMA BOMBECK: AT WIT’S END  
Philips Creativity Center, 116 N. Jefferson St., ticketcenterstage.com
may 3  MANXMOUSE: THE MOUSE WHO KNEW NO FEAR 
Victoria Theatre, An adventurous play about a brave mouse, 
Grades K-5, victoriatheatre.com
may 4  First Friday 
Downtown Dayton, downtowndayton.org
may 4  KICKIN’ OFF Pickin’ in the Park 
RiverScape MetroPark, Enjoy live bluegrass music, craft 
beer, and more, metroparks.org
may 4  COMEDY @ THE VIC 
Victoria Theatre, A night of comedy from Cory Kahaney, Jeff 
Caldwell, & Shaun Eli, victoriatheatre.com
May 4 & 5  bernstein & the new americans  
Dayton Philharmonic, Schuster Center, daytonperformingarts.org
MAY 4-26  THE NEXT GENERATION: STUDENT PORTFOLIO EXHIBIT 
K12 Gallery & TEJAS, k12tejasgallery.com
may 4-june 16  exhibit: Ray hassard & Marlene steel:  
Urban Landscapes 
Dayton Visual Arts Center, daytonvisualarts.org
May 5  dps all-city music festival 
RiverScape MetroPark, A day of music, art, and food 
featuring Dayton Public Schools students, metroparks.org 
may 5  the olate dogs variety show 
Victoria Theatre, victoriatheatre.com
may 5  derby day in the district 
Oregon District, Enjoy the Running of the Wieners dachshund 
race and other family-friendly activities, then find a spot to watch 
the Kentucky Derby! theoregondistrict.org
may 5  DP&L Summer in the City: downtown Housing Tour 
Multiple downtown locations, downtowndayton.org
May 6  Brunch: A Food truck rally 
Yellow Cab Tavern, 700 E. Fourth St., yellowcabfoodtrucks.com 
May 11-27  bakersfield mist  
Dayton Theatre Guild, 430 Wayne Ave., daytontheatreguild.org 
May 12  healthy kids day 
RiverScape MetroPark, YMCA of Greater Dayton hosts active 
and fun activities for kids at RiverScape, metroparks.org
may 12  science saturdays: dinosaur dig 
The Engineers Club, thinktv.org/education/science-saturdays
may 12  an evening with mark lowry 
Victoria Theatre, victoriatheatre.com
May 12  the who’s tommy in concert  
Schuster Center, Jeans ‘n Classics and the DPO present  
The Who’s original rock opera, daytonperformingarts.org
May 12, 19, & 26  Fitness in the Park 
RiverScape MetroPark, Yoga or Zumba workouts under the 
pavilion, metroparks.org
May 13  the art of brunch 
The Dayton Art Institute, Mother’s Day brunch, daytonartinstitute.org
May 14  go w/the flow yoga: bike week edition 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
May 16  unwind series: wine & yoga  
Schuster Center, victoriatheatre.com
May 17  unwind series: trivia & tots  
Schuster Center, victoriatheatre.com 
may 18  bike to work day pancake breakfast 
RiverScape MetroPark, metroparks.org
May 18  food truck rally & night market 
Yellow Cab Tavern, 700 E. Fourth St., yellowcabfoodtrucks.com
May 18 & 19  the wedding singer  
Victoria Theatre, Dare to Defy Productions presents a pop-rock 
musical, ticketcenterstage.com
May 18-20  a world a’fair 
Dayton Convention Center, International festival showcasing the 
diverse cultures of Dayton and the Miami Valley, aworldafair.org
May 18 & 20  TURANDOT  
Dayton Opera, Schuster Center, daytonperformingarts.org 
may 20  fleurs de fete 
Carillon Park, Dayton’s largest wine and food festival 
celebrates its 27th year. fleursdefete.com 
may 20  3rd sundays at front street 
1001 E. Second St., Eclectic outdoor market along with Front 
Street’s artist studios and galleries, facebook.com/3rdSundays
May 22-27  beautiful: the carole king musical 
Schuster Center, ticketcenterstage.com
May 23  walk! downtown dayton 
RiverScape MetroPark, phdmc.org 
May 25 & 26  dayton sideshow XiII  
Yellow Cab Tavern, 700 E. Fourth St., Dayton Circus Creative 
Collective presents a community arts festival, daytonsideshow.org
may 27  dayton heritage festival 
Carillon Park, Historical exhibits and demonstrations, and a 
patriotic concert by the DPAA, daytonhistory.org

May 31-June 17  the complete works of william 
shakespeare (abridged) [revised] 
The Loft Theatre, humanracetheatre.org

  August

And that’s not all!  For details about these events and an 
online calendar featuring a regularly updated list of programs and 
events in downtown Dayton, visit downtowndayton.org.




