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The Tike’s Shop Opens for the Holidays on November 28
Shop for kids will open during the Grande Illumination & 

Dayton Children’s Parade Spectacular in Lights
DAYTON, November 10, 2008 — The Tike’s Shop, the “just for kids” holiday store, opens for business in the Schuster Center Wintergarden at the corner of Second and Main Streets on Friday, November 28. During this grand opening, the shop will be open from 3 to 9 p.m.
The Tike’s Shop began decades ago at Rike’s Department Store and has been a popular holiday stop for children ever since. The shop is full of goodies that children can purchase as gifts for their friends and families. Children do their own holiday shopping with the help of “elves” who assist them in selecting gifts that stay within their budgets. Parents wait outside the shop while children shop and wrap their purchases. Families can enjoy the animated Wonderland Window displays while visiting the shop, as well as other holiday activities in the Wintergarden on Saturdays throughout the holiday season.

The Tike’s Shop is operated by students from Miami Valley Youth Career Services. These students help design the layout of the store, select merchandise for a child’s budget, and manage the store throughout the holiday season.

“The Tike’s Shop is a piece of Dayton holiday history,” said Sandy Gudorf, president of the Downtown Dayton Partnership. “It’s a perfect family outing as parents relive their days of shopping at Rike’s while their children experience the magic of today’s shop.”
Santa Claus will be dropping in on the Tike’s Shop during selected hours. This is a great opportunity for the children to share their wish list with the big man himself! Visit downtowndayton.org for the complete list of shop hours and times to see Santa at the 2008 Tike’s Shop. The shop can be contacted directly at (937) 409-5480, and special shopping times can be arranged for large groups.
The Tike’s Shop is managed by Miami Valley Youth Career Services. The store is generously sponsored by KeyBank; the media sponsor is ABC 22/FOX 45. The Tike’s Shop is part of the 2008 Dayton Holiday Festival presented by Time Warner Cable. The Festival is also sponsored by the Downtown Dayton Partnership, the City of Dayton, Montgomery County and the Virginia W. Kettering Dayton Holiday Festival Fund. For more information, call (937) 224-1518 or visit www.downtowndayton.org.
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