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Downtown Dayton Partnership Announces Strategic Building Reuse Project
DAYTON, October 9, 2008 — It is time to take a look at transforming some older downtown buildings to new uses for the future. The Downtown Dayton Partnership has partnered with the local chapter of the American Institute for Architects and ten local architectural firms to develop a strategic reuse plan for targeted downtown buildings. 
Ten local firms will use their expertise and creativity to develop new uses for these buildings, with the goal of linking them to potential developers who will transform them back to more vibrant and productive spaces. Bob Shiffler, owner of the Kuhns, McCrory and Schwind Buildings, is chairing this initiative for the Downtown Dayton Partnership. 

“The collection of office space downtown is a varied and interesting one, and some of our current office inventory is underutilized. It is time to reimagine the potential uses of some of these buildings,” said Michael Greitzer, co-chair of the Downtown Dayton Partnership. 
“This project is one of the 2008 strategic initiatives for the Partnership, and the results will be formulated with the outcomes of other strategic initiatives currently underway this year.”  
Several local firms have agreed to participate in the project by lending their services pro bono. Participating firms include App Architects, The Architectural Group, Earl Reeder Associates, Greg Lauterbach Architects, Jeff Wray Architects, John Poe Architects, Levin Porter Associates, Lorenz & Williams, Matrix Architects, and Rogero Buckman Architects.  Buildings participating in the project include the Walker Building, Leigh Building, KeyBank Building, Merchants Row Streetscape (E. Third Street), David Building, 146 E. Third Street, 18-20 S. Jefferson Building, Price Stores Building, Transportation Center and 25 S. Main Street. 
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“The City of Dayton is very appreciative of all of the time and energy the participating architects are donating to this exciting project,” said Dayton Mayor Rhine McLin, co-chair of the Downtown Dayton Partnership. “It is very generous of them to offer their expertise in support of our center city, and we look forward to seeing a lot of great ideas.”  

“We are really excited to see what kind of creative ideas our local architectural firms come up with for these targeted downtown properties,” said Bob Shiffler, chair of the Strategic Building Reuse Project. “The buildings that have been selected offer a lot of hidden potential, and this project will help others see how they can be redeveloped.”  

Urban office spaces, mixed-use and housing are some of the options the architects are exploring when working on their designs. Final designs will be presented later this year. 
Bill Williams, of Levin Porter Associates and president of the local chapter of the American Institute for Architects, had this to say about these firms’ participation: “This is a great opportunity for the Dayton architectural community to work together, and to bring our expertise toward feasible concepts for the reuse of these downtown buildings.” 

For more information about the Strategic Building Reuse Project, contact the Downtown Dayton Partnership at (937) 224-1518. 
###

At the Downtown Dayton Partnership, we are dedicated to making downtown Dayton a better place to live, work and visit. Working with downtown property owners, businesses and residents, we provide strategic planning, business development and marketing services to grow and strengthen our downtown. We focus our efforts in five key areas: Jobs, Amenities, Housing, Environment, and Advocacy.

