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For more information, contact:
Sandy Gudorf, Downtown Dayton Partnership: 937-224-1518, ext. 224
Tom Biedenharn, City of Dayton: 937-333-3614
CITY OF DAYTON, BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS DEVELOPING BLUEPRINT FOR FUTURE OF GREATER DOWNTOWN, SEEK PUBLIC INPUT
Dayton, OHIO ― The public and private sectors in Greater Downtown Dayton have joined forces to create a bold, unified plan for the region’s center city. As part of this new initiative, the City of Dayton and the Downtown Dayton Partnership have convened a group of business and community leaders to spearhead this community-wide effort to establish a blueprint ― called A Greater Downtown Dayton Plan ― to help guide the future of Dayton’s urban core. 

The plan will be completed swiftly, with a draft presented to the community in early June. It will establish a very tactical game plan for the future of Greater Downtown and identify collaborative strategies for creating a more vibrant city. In addition, it will merge existing plans, allowing the community to work from the same playbook as we tackle clearly identified action items that lead to one goal: a thriving urban core. 
“Collaboration is at the heart of the Greater Downtown Dayton Plan,” said Michael Greitzer, co-chair of the Downtown Dayton Partnership. “This is a true partnership, and the City of Dayton and Downtown Dayton Partnership appreciate our community leaders committing their time and expertise to this important strategic project.”
Greitzer, along with Dayton City Manager Rashad Young and retired physician and community philanthropist Dr. Michael Ervin, are chairing this effort. The co-chairs are leading three key committees: the Value Proposition Committee, chaired by Ron Budzik; the Funding Committee, chaired by KeyBank Southwest Ohio District President Ed Reilly; and a Business Plan Committee, which includes members representing a wide array of the public and private sectors and is chaired by Dr. Michael Ervin. 
― more ―
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A set of guiding principles has been developed to serve as a starting point for a community conversation about how to strengthen Greater Downtown. This broad geographic area includes the central business district and the key institutions and neighborhoods surrounding this core. The guiding principles were formulated from conversations with those familiar with Dayton, but also are based on national research regarding best practices in the revitalization of center cities. (See complete list of guiding principles.) All the principles have one goal: Create a vibrant urban center that’s distinctly Dayton ― a one-of-a-kind place attractive to residents, visitors and employers. 
“The future belongs to those regions taking urban revitalization seriously,” Ervin said. “Those are the regions that are and will continue to attract high-value jobs, young professionals  and the businesses and institutions that want to employ them. We believe Greater Downtown has the potential to be such a place. To accept anything short of this would be selling Dayton’s legacy of innovation ― and our community ― short.”

A Greater Downtown Dayton Plan will be strategic, results-oriented and realistic, especially when it comes to funding. Possible funding sources will be identified during the planning process, and the ability to fund projects may affect their priority ranking. The entire process will be open and transparent. 

“This plan will be distinctive for its bold, forward-looking nature,” said Young. “We will focus on discovering creative ― and do-able ― ways to breathe new life into our Greater Downtown while encouraging citizens to get involved and work together to build our center city.” 

Citizens can get involved immediately by providing input to help guide A Greater Downtown Dayton Plan. Three public meetings will be held in February, and the public is invited to take a short survey, available online and at Dayton Metro Library branches, as well to provide their comments online. (See flier detailing public input opportunities.) 

The effort behind the development of A Greater Downtown Dayton Plan is backed up by well-regarded research: A September 2008 Brookings Institute Report, “Restoring Prosperity: How Ohio Can Revitalize Core Communities,” concluded that for the state to be competitive in today’s economy, it’s critical it rebuild its cities ― and that rebuilding must begin now. 
“The City of Dayton is pleased to be working with such a variety of partners and proud to be part of such a broad community endeavor,” said Dayton Mayor Rhine McLin. “As communities across the country try to manage the various forces shaping their success, one thing that seems to be a common denominator for thriving communities is the presence of an active, vibrant core. 
“From an economic standpoint, downtown must remain attractive to businesses and employees ― especially those in such high-value sectors as health care, technology and creative enterprises,” she added. “From a quality of life perspective, it is clear downtown must capitalize on its growing reputation as a destination place for people looking to live, socialize and be entertained.”
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