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Public Meetings
Public Input Summary

The Downtown Dayton Partnership hosted three public meetings in February 2009 to gather input for A Greater Downtown Dayton Plan. The meetings were held at different venues and different times of day. All were well attended, with between 80 and 100 people at each meeting. In addition, Downtown Dayton Partnership staff gathered input at numerous meetings held by such community organizations as Generation Dayton, the Urban League, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, and the Webster Station and Oregon District business associations. 

In all the meetings, it was clear Daytonians would like to have a vibrant, thriving urban center. Meeting attendees consistently suggested a number of more specific ideas that would help create such an environment. They include the development of:

• an active job center in a business-friendly environment

• additional housing options, particularly those at more affordable price points
• more amenities for downtown residents, particularly a grocery store
• public squares, patios and other gathering places that lead to more street-level activity 

• attractive, pedestrian-friendly connections between Greater Downtown attractions and amenities

• additional bike paths, including bike lanes on streets 

• a clean, safe, attractive and well-lit environment

• more activities and destinations along the riverfront

• improved and more free parking

• more destinations, places to go, special events and things to do 

Meeting attendees also provided a great deal of more specific suggestions that fall under these themes. What follows is a detailed list of those suggestions offered at each meeting. 
Public Input Meeting: Dayton Metro Library, Feb. 10

1. Restore the Arcade complex, particularly with residential units
2. Create a diversity of amenities and retail within walking distance that are more accessible to downtown residents and those of such surrounding neighborhoods as McPherson Town, Wright-Dunbar and St. Anne’s Hill. Examples include:

• a grocery store similar to Trader Joe’s or Dorothy Lane Market
• a bookstore similar to the former Wilke’s

• a local farmers’ market

• more outdoor patios
3. Create amenities that would not only appeal to downtown and near-downtown residents, but also draw people from throughout the region. Examples include:

• dog park


• hockey arena

• closing Fifth Street in the Oregon Arts District and making it a pedestrian plaza 


• more arts attractions and more support for the arts

• walking mall, perhaps on a blocked-off street, that would include parking, cafes and other attractions appealing to a diverse audience
• floating restaurant

• white water rafting attraction

• zoo

• espionage museum

• cycling hub that includes water, vending machines and maps

4. Create incentives for businesses, such as tax increment financing and tax breaks for businesses, to open or relocate downtown. 

5. Better market Greater Downtown as a good place to do business through such initiatives as:


• promoting Dayton as an ideal place for corporate headquarters


• resurrecting the 90-minute market campaign


• developing an obvious, consistent brand for downtown


• developing a marketing plan aimed at increasing the city’s population


• keeping the business community better informed

6. Improve transportation throughout the Greater Downtown through such initiatives as: 


• solving the loitering concern at Third and Main streets


• including Dayton in the state’s plans for high-speed rail


• developing a streetcar system


• expanding the Wright Flyer service to run a continuous loop between locations


• creating a bike path from the Oregon Arts District to the river

7. Strengthen connections within Greater Downtown, as well as between Greater Downtown and such surrounding areas as neighborhoods and UD’s campus. 
8. Offer additional events or other programming to draw visitors downtown, such as: 


• more frequent Urban Nights


• historic neighborhood home tours departing from a downtown location


• use Fifth Third Field for other sports and entertainment throughout the year


• events that emphasize the city’s history, especially those targeted at kids

9. Make it friendlier and more pleasant to live downtown by: 

• reducing industrial noise, such as trash trucks coming by in the early morning

• tightening up/cracking down on housing regulations and absentee landlords

• addressing issues related to the homeless

• improving city services, such as snow removal and sidewalk maintenance 

10. Strengthen connections with surrounding neighborhoods. For example, better blend Wright-Dunbar into the fabric of downtown and encourage neighborhood groups to contribute to the city and become more active. 

11. Improve safety downtown, particularly through more interaction between police officers and citizens and visitors.

12. Create neighborhood schools that foster a sense of community and attract families.

13. Develop a plan for reusing the Fairgrounds complex.

14. Expand the boundaries of the Downtown Priority Board. 

Public Input Meeting: c{space, Feb. 12

1. Work closely with businesses, especially grassroots/small and arts-based businesses. For example: 

• consult those businesses that may be affected by developments or other issues
• connect business owners and entrepreneurs with banks and building owners to help create spaces for entrepreneurs and new businesses
• expand the gallery idea from the Oregon Arts District to other artists and entrepreneurs
• provide more support for independent artists/musicians, especially through more space for them to create and show their work
• encourage businesses, government and nonprofits to work together to invest in amenities and infrastructure
2. Beautify the downtown area by adding color, light and public art. For example: 

• use graffiti artists' talents in more appropriate and planned ways
• add color with lights, such as colored lights similar to those seen as you approach Cincinnati
• put flags on top of the tallest buildings and light them with red, white and blue lights
• hold an artists’ competition to design a series of smaller fountains throughout the city  
• create murals, such as on recessed areas on overpasses
• add more street-level lighting, trees and foliage, and planters

• think of smaller projects that will improve the appearance of downtown, such as putting holiday lights in trees

• preserve architectural and urban character
3. Create the right density of amenities that will attract downtown residents and those from other neighborhoods. Create additional amenities and events, such as: 

• revive the Arcade

• a hockey arena could bring youth Silversticks tournament

• monument to Dayton's historic women

• dog park


• daycare and family facility


• carriage rides along river bike paths
• sportsplex at Parkside Homes area that features a central place for athletics: ball fields, dog parks, BMX track, ice rink, etc. Tie in sportsplex with Dayton Schools to create space for kids to play, study etc., perhaps connected to Island Park
• additional bike paths and bike lockers

• garage where people can fix their own cars
• grocery store and similar amenities
• food co-op

• indoor basketball facility

4. Strengthen connections among neighborhoods and downtown, as well as building East-West connectivity (connect the parts of the city divided by the river). 

5. Improve communication. For example: 

• establish outdoor locations where people can post their signs/art/posters promoting events, etc.
• develop a “cultural change campaign” to make people feel comfortable and improve their perceptions of downtown  
• help the media to be part of changing perception of downtown by focusing on positive news
• educate parents to get involved in their kids’ education and activities
• consult with residents who may be affected by development and other issues
• get feedback from neighborhoods on the outskirts of downtown
• keep the community in the loop ― the community needs to be tenacious and maintain momentum
6. Create new spaces for people to gather and meet: 

• use existing assets for retail, convention and meeting space

• preserve green space

• establish a sense of safety, especially in empty “dead zones,” to encourage more pedestrians
7. Increase the number of downtown residents. Consider what people outside Dayton would want to make them move here. Strategies might include: 

• increasing the spectrum of housing and rents: starter homes through more expensive homes
• developing a “re-habitat for humanity” program in which owners contribute to their downpayment with sweat equity
• developing multi-family housing with elevators
• developing programs that help homeowners and renters renovate homes and with downpayment assistance
• attracting families with kids, perhaps by improving schools

8. Recognize and embrace diversity; be inclusive of entire population. 

9. Focus on development that allows Dayton to be known for something significant, such as clean fuel.

 Public Input Meeting: Sinclair Community College, Feb. 17

1. Develop a more business-friendly environment through such initiatives as: 


• creating a tax-free zone or limiting taxes


• waiving all types of fees


• easing the bureaucracy, such as building codes, that make it expensive to build

2. Establish a central government, such as that in Indianapolis, Louisville, Chattanooga and Minneapolis. 

3. Improve safety through such initiatives as:


• encouraging corporations to provide police


• establishing a drug watch program


• cleaning up the problem of crime on Main between Third and Fourth streets


• recognizing the police can’t solve the problem alone and everyone must help


• fixing the perception problem regarding crime

4. Make downtown a regional destination, since we have the events and venues, and establish new amenities, such as: 


• bike lockers in the Oregon Arts District


• a hockey arena


• retail shops, such as a shoe repair store


• a grocery store similar to Trader Joe’s or Dorothy Lane Market

• use empty parking lots at night for events
5. Provide attractions and services focused on young people. For example:


• engage college and high school students in the community 

• determine what these young people want in their community
• Offer more after-school programs

6. Improve Dayton Public Schools, possibly by having Sinclair Community College take over the district or breaking up the district, with surrounding communities each taking a portion. 

7. Maintain existing structures. For example, little things such as fixing the tiles on the overpass can set a tone. Maintain the front of Memorial Hall and use it as a venue attached to RiverScape. Preservation Dayton and McPherson Town residents would like to help. 
8. More housing is needed for low-income people. Bring back rooming houses and other additional possibilities for housing. 

9. Get outlying communities involved and develop a sense of urgency for involving the priority boards. 

10. Revitalized buildings should be green. 

11. Redesign our city with a focus on attracting educated, responsible people. 

12. Improve communication through such efforts as developing a sustained marketing blitz to the broader region to overcome negative bias toward downtown, and better communicate how various entities, such as DDP, Coalition and city, work. 
