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For More Information:
Sandra K. Gudorf, ext. 224

Molly Eaton, ext. 229
937-224-1518
Urban Nights Returns September 11
Event to highlight downtown Dayton’s arts community and feature music, entertainment,

housing tours, previews of plans for downtown’s future and more
DAYTON, September 1, 2009 – Walk on the creative side and experience the best of downtown at the fall Urban Nights, scheduled for Friday, Sept. 11.  More than 100 spaces and places will participate in the event, scheduled from 5 to 10 p.m. throughout downtown Dayton, the Oregon Arts District and the Wright-Dunbar Business Village.
Visitors to Urban Nights will enjoy an evening packed with entertainment options from the area’s performing arts groups, bands, roving entertainers and local talent, along with open houses and special exhibits from the many visual artists in the area. The event will also showcase downtown’s eclectic dining and nightlife hotspots, music venues, retail shops and housing locations.
A complete event map and program will be available to download in early September at downtowndayton.org. Highlights of the events planned for Urban Nights include:

· Main Stage entertainment at Courthouse Square:  Culture Works’ ArtsFest from 5 to 9 p.m., featuring previews of the upcoming performing arts seasons from the Zoot Theater Company, The Dayton Playhouse, SMAG, Muse Machine and the Dayton Contemporary Dance Company, among others. 
Don’t miss a special performance by Beatles tribute band Ticket to Ride from 9 to 11 p.m.
· “Sneak Peek” previews of projects proposed for the Greater Downtown Dayton Plan and large graphic displays showing the initial concepts by local architectural firms who re-imagined selected downtown buildings for the Strategic Building Re-Use Project—all at 8 N. Main St.
· Last chance to catch a glimpse inside the historic Arcade rotunda and passageway before renovation begins, plus see visual and performance art from the 2009 summer artist-in-residence program, Blue Sky Project

· Tours of the best urban living spaces in the area’s most vibrant and diverse neighborhood.  New to this Urban Nights is the Schwind Tower at 29 S. Ludlow St. that will feature a model unit for UD and Sinclair student housing available for the 2010-2011 school year


· Open houses at art galleries in the Oregon Arts District and throughout downtown, including the new Space 11 and Summer Space in the Excelsior Building, a performance of 20Something by Encore Theatre Group, and the All High School Art and Music Event planned for c{space at 20 N. Jefferson St.
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· Dayton Creative Syndicate’s Chalk Walk on Main St. between Second and Third Sts., where patrons can create interactive art themselves on a grand scale

· Courteous Mass Bike Ride departing from Fifth Third Field at 5:30 p.m.  Anyone can ride – just bring your own bike and cruise through the Urban Nights action with other cyclists from across the Miami Valley

· Great live music and other entertaining performances at satellite stages throughout downtown, including the Community Stage at Third and Jefferson Sts., programmed with 10-minute performances of all kinds from “Dayton Originals”
· Roving entertainment throughout downtown sidewalks and street corners—look for fire dancers, belly dancers, strolling musicians and more!
· Specials and discounts at restaurants and retails shops, plus the Taste of the Miami Valley at RiverScape MetroPark with sample fare from more than 25 Dayton-area eateries
The best way to see as much as possible during Urban Nights is to walk, and comfortable shoes are recommended. Many of the destinations are just a short distance from each other, and free event trolleys provided by the Greater Dayton RTA will be available to help patrons reach venues in more distant areas such as Wright-Dunbar and the Oregon Arts District. 
For more information about Urban Nights, visit downtowndayton.org or call (937) 224-1518. Urban Nights is presented by the Downtown Dayton Partnership, Culture Works, Montgomery County and the City of Dayton, with additional support from WDTN-TV2, the Dayton Power & Light Company, Greater Dayton RTA, HeartLand Federal Credit Union, Budweiser Select, the Downtown Priority Board, Dayton City Paper, Mix 107.7, Lite 99.9, WDPR and the Ohio Arts Council. 
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