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Fall Urban Nights Invites Public to Find Their “Inner Artists”
Event Set for Friday, September 11, from 5 to 10 p.m.

DAYTON, August 12, 2009 – Patrons of this fall’s Urban Nights will not only have dozens of performance and art options to see and enjoy as audience members—they’ll also have the chance to get involved and be the artists! The popular downtown event, scheduled for September 11, will include several opportunities for the community to participate and create interactive art, adding their own, personal touches to downtown’s creative side.
 September’s Urban Nights will focus heavily on downtown Dayton’s strong arts community, highlighting a wide variety of performing arts groups as well as the many visual artists in the area. The event will also showcase downtown’s eclectic dining and nightlife hotspots, music venues, retail shops, and housing locations.  Businesses and restaurants will offer special discounts, artists and galleries will open their doors to the public, roving musicians and entertainers of all kinds will perform throughout the center city, and downtown’s most impressive urban living options will be open for tours.  RiverScape MetroParks’ Taste of the Miami Valley will also take place that night. More than 100 creative places and spaces will be a part of the event, including locations throughout downtown, the Oregon Arts District and the Wright-Dunbar Business Village. A map of participating venues and a complete performance schedule will be available online at www.downtowndayton.org in early September. 
In addition to the impressive lineup of things to see and do, the fall Urban Nights will offer many ways for the public to actually participate in the arts.  One such opportunity is the Urban Nights Community Stage. Located at the corner of Third and Jefferson Streets, the Community Stage offers anyone with an interest the chance to perform for up to ten minutes, showing audiences the talent it takes to be a “Dayton Original.” Due to the limited number of performance times, interested parties must apply to perform on the Community Stage, and not all applicants will be selected to perform.  To apply for consideration, contact Molly Eaton at 937-224-1518, ext. 229 or eaton@downtowndayton.org, or download an application at www.downtowndayton.org.
The Community Stage is just one of several pocket stages that will feature music, arts performances, and other entertainment throughout downtown.  The Urban Nights Main Stage on Courthouse Square will be the location for ArtsFest, which features previews of the upcoming performing arts seasons from the Dayton Contemporary Dance Company, Muse Machine, the Dayton Opera Association and more. From 9-11 p.m., the Main Stage will feature a performance by Beatles tribute band Ticket to Ride.
Downtown’s unique art galleries are always a signature component of Urban Nights, and many will feature special exhibits and open houses for the event.  Other works of art will be on display throughout downtown, including a high school arts show planned for c{space at 20 N. Jefferson Street.  Patrons can create art themselves as well, by participating in the interactive Chalk Walk on Main Street between Second and Third Streets.
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“We’re excited about the variety of options planned for Urban Nights on September 11,” said Sandra Gudorf, President of the Downtown Dayton Partnership. “More than 30,000 people came out to enjoy our May event, and we hope they’ll enjoy having more ways to actively participate in the arts this time around. It’s wonderful to see so many people exploring downtown’s creative side and discovering all that our center city has to offer.”

The best way to see as much as possible during Urban Nights is to walk, so remember to wear comfortable shoes. Many of the destinations are just a short distance from each other, and free event trolleys provided by the Greater Dayton RTA will be available to help patrons reach venues in more distant areas such as Wright-Dunbar and the Oregon Arts District. 

For more information about Urban Nights, visit downtowndayton.org or call (937) 224-1518. Urban Nights is presented by the Downtown Dayton Partnership, Culture Works, Montgomery County and the City of Dayton, with additional support from WDTN-TV2, the Dayton Power & Light Company, Greater Dayton RTA, HeartLand Federal Credit Union, Budweiser Select, the Downtown Priority Board, Dayton City Paper, Clear Channel, WDPR and the Ohio Arts Council. 
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