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For More Information:
Kristen Wicker, 937-224-1518, ext. 228 
Celebrate Independence with Downtown Businesses
Mark the Fourth of July weekend with a visit to an independently owned establishment.

Dayton, June 25, 2010 – Downtown’s independently owned galleries, restaurants and other venues will celebrate the United States’ birthday during the next First Friday art hop, held from 5 to 10 p.m. July 2 at the following locations: 

· 2nd Street Market, 600 E. Second St.
• 5th st clayworx, 523 E. Fifth St.
• Cannery Art and Design Center, 434 E. Third St.
• Color of Energy, 16 Brown St.
• Elaine Balsley Fine Art, 523 E. Fifth St.

• Gallery 510 Fine Art, 510 E. Fifth St.
• H. David Clay Studio, 33 S. St. Clair St.
• ReCreate, 438 E. Fifth St.
A variety of roving performers will entertain visitors throughout the First Friday area. Performances in July include Free Shakespeare! performing a montage of scenes from Hamlet, original street theater pieces, the Tap Factor and more.

The Cannery Art and Design Center will kick off the holiday weekend with a performance by Zoot Theatre Company puppeteers, new works by CADC artists and live music. The CADC also will host a silent auction and showcase collectables and antiques. Wine and appetizers will be provided. 
Elaine Balsley Fine Art will feature paintings, greeting cards, note cards and matted prints at its First Friday open house from 3 to 10 p.m. During the month of July, all active and retired U.S. military members who show proper ID will receive a 15 percent discount on any item. Also in July, those who shop from noon to 5 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday will receive a 10 percent discount. 
5th st clayworx offers platters, tea pots, mugs, chips and dip sets, and salad bowls with sets of serving utensils decorated with handmade glass beads. Throughout July, the store will sell embellished treasure boxes created by local artist Paula Vasquez. 
ReCreate will feature handmade women’s and men’s jewelry and an artist painting live in the store. In addition, H. David Clay Studio will offer a variety of functional and decorative stoneware pottery. 

Color of Energy will feature Throwdown at Fifth & Brown: A Celebration of Punches & Painters, an ongoing exhibit that showcases boxing memorabilia from Dayton Daily News writer Tom Archdeacon and original works by gallery owner Mike Elsass. Former world boxing champion Aaron Pryor will speak at 7 p.m. 
― more ―

July First Friday, page 2


At Gallery 510 Fine Art, impressionist painter David Forsthoefel’s series of landscape oil paintings will be on display. The native Daytonian’s works depict parks and scenic areas of the Ohio Valley. The gallery’s new class schedule also will be available.
Open from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., the 2nd Street Market will offer shopping, dining and special activities. Enjoy grilled food, and relax with wine tastings, poetry demonstrations and musical entertainment by reggae performer Tom Carroll of SEEFARI. 
There are more ways to enjoy the holiday weekend, too. The urban street cycling ride Courteous Mass will meet at 5 p.m. in front of the 2nd Street Market. The group’s monthly ride through downtown and surrounding areas will begin at 5:30 p.m. 

The Cityfolk Festival also will be taking place at RiverScape Metro Park during First Friday and will host an array of performers on Friday from 5:30 to 11 p.m. Crazy Joe with Ricky Nye, Bonerama and Bettye LaVette will take the NewPage Main Stage. Dave Greer’s Classic Jazz Stompers, Rigodon Con Son and Los Texmaniacs will perform at the RiverScape Metro Park Pavilion. The event also will feature street performers, workshops and 20 food vendors. It continues on Saturday from 1 to 10 p.m. and Sunday from 1 to 11 p.m. Click here for a complete festival schedule.

The Victoria Theatre (138 N. Main) presents The Music Man from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. The six-time Academy Awards nominated film tells the story of a traveling salesman who moves from one town to the next, starting boys’ bands and selling them instruments and uniforms that don’t exist. Tickets are $5. Wiley’s Comedy Club (101 Pine) will host a comedy contest at 9 p.m.; the cost is $2, and the winner receives $1,000. To enter, e-mail funnymayor@aol.com or call 224-JOKE. 

In addition, the restaurants, retail shops, bars and clubs, The Neon movie theater, Wiley’s Comedy Club, Urban Krag Climbing Center, and other establishments throughout downtown will be open during First Friday. For regular updates about this event, follow First Friday on Facebook. The Downtown Dayton Partnership’s website has a complete list of downtown’s arts and cultural amenities, as well as a dining guide, parking map and much more. 
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