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New Daycare to Open Downtown
Helping Hands by Tina will enroll children on regular or drop-in basis and offer extended hours.

Dayton, Sept. 21, 2009 – Parents of young children will have a new ally downtown when Katina Hughes, who has worked in child care for 15 years, opens Helping Hands by Tina LLC, a new daycare in St. Paul Lutheran Church, 239 Wayne Ave. The daycare will open this fall. 
“I’ve always wanted to open a daycare downtown,” Hughes said. “It’s centrally located and close to businesses, amenities and places that hold special events.”

Helping Hands by Tina will accommodate a variety of schedules, and its hours will be from 6:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and from 6:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday. In addition to regular enrollment, Helping Hands by Tina will offer its services on a drop-in basis; parents simply need to call ahead to check on availability and fill out an emergency medical form. The daycare, which can accommodate 40 to 50 children, accepts those from 18 months to 12 years old. 

Thanks to its location in St. Paul Lutheran Church, children will be able to take advantage of the church’s amenities, such as a playground. Helping Hands by Tina will be a Christian-based daycare, which will be reflected in the arts and crafts, music, and games selected. Children will have an opportunity, if parents choose, to attend chapel on Wednesdays. 
 
“I operated a Christian-based daycare in my home, and I really enjoyed seeing the kids’ development and watching their eyes light up,” Hughes said. “I’ve also worked in daycare so I know how staff members want to be treated and what they need to be successful teachers.” 

When it opens, Helping Hands by Tina will employ four part-time caregivers. Rates will vary and depend on each family’s needs. For more information or to enroll a child, contact Hughes at 937-520-6688. 

The Downtown Dayton Partnership’s Web site, www.downtowndayton.org, has a complete list of downtown’s service businesses, arts and cultural amenities, as well as a dining guide, parking map and much more. 
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